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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ROBERT LodBROOK, 


Baron of Beauchampſcourt AW ax- 
- * wickſhire, and Lortl « Keele 
the C Ounty of Stafford. 


3+ My has + SE I18GT: | 
k WW. Wi. "as and Vireut, 
8 \ _* whichoft wait at the 
Gate of Hanour, and hardly | 
find admittarice , do here pr 2X 
themlclves' before Your Lordihip, 
an\Hopesof that ; Noble; cant 
inems; which is wont cobegiven; by 
Perſons af Hononr, to them Neareſt 
"1Þ/Meri || . Fhey.arenever.xepa 
eiyntuboue rongand, Mjgrace to 
ch Blves; nor by any-entertauyd, 
1192 A 2 with - 


with a due Regard, without an Ad 
dition to their Honour and Happi- 
NH eſs. The Pet ſon, by whoſe Hand- 
they. are 'brought in this humble 
Dreſs mto' Your Prelence, beggs 
the Pardon of his Rudeneſs in this 
Approach, andleaving thele Excel- 


—EIS 2 


Tencies to 


" -Doibiratdy. 


cent and honourable Pohgamy, may | 
Your Lordſhip be Blefed. with-a 
Beautiful-Offfrin of ſuch excellent 
and' amiable Virtues, as may ſup- 
port 'the Honour of Tour Name, 
and be the growing Giey of Your 
Hons. "nl ; 
Theſe Excellcaeics; Widors aud 
V; irtue, which I have here preſent- 
ed befote» Your Lordſhip, :are of 
more'than \Nohle Deſcent, of. Di- 
vine: Original, 'the Off ring of #he 
ancrgated Goodneſs... But' I fear => 
(as Jomerimestheantarnuate” 
of God)they find, but! ktrle: Re- | 
gard{ amongſt. the greater. Partaf 
tk Sons 6f Men Atid: nhrcfor | 
.that their Reception: p96 197 
inour own:Country, for.its:lingu- 
lar Homour-and| Advantage) nz by 
be ankyerable:-to- hows Deguiny, I 


have 
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$a Bemiy, - 

ſingular ©ſefulneſs, in the Cs 
ing Diſcourſe ; which (though its 
Aearmeſs thakes 'it-even alan of 
Appearance, yet imboldned by the 
Aflurance of the Goodneſs of. the 
Deſign," and” Seaſonableneſs:of the 
Endeavour) 1 ' do 'here- canaly 
:ofter:to YourLorc NIPS: 


-.-iTo over. 


from 28 INeAn a Perſon, wil i 


tick is! Tal net, to all 
; wvillbe 2 fax ara Goryl.: u:If 
? me we.de F VE 6d d:mcrhas. £ Dif 


Glory: tuffer ar! Belipſe inc 
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So ſlatt: You! ved 
a Great Light: ng many lefler 
Stars :-neither: ſhall your. $6 


it ſelf, but _ m a higher" 4] 
amongſt choſe fair. Lights;which . 
adorn * thoſe; OUS Manfians, $1 
whereitt'' the ' Sover aigu: Goodurſs 


 _ relpns in+eternal Glory. © 


May Wiſdom lo condue vow p.: 
Lordſhip in all Your Affairs, and. 
Virtue {o adorn and beaurify all. 
Fe eye: that You: may be - 
the Hononr - of Yor "Hive ,- and. = 
Ornament of Fw Countrey ; _ that © 
having planted Virtues to.a. hap- ; 
py thriving. on. Earth, and ga- 
thered theit- pleaſant. "Fruits in 
Praiſes and Proſperities, you may 
at length be carried up 'in Tri 
umph, by glorious Angels), into. 


Heaven, . 
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be; tf great; ' that the 
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Reader, Res a 


TD Heugh: the: Aoki acer be direSfoil 

> F0:the Natives of .ene:Gountryy - the-Jub- 

Jef? af it 35 the Gieat:\Concern of al. ayer. AP 

men' do certainly. Deſire, to be Happy + but no 

man caupoſſubly be ſo, unleſs be become truly Wike. 

Now. the certain Way and Means: to.acquire 19/- 

dom, and. then to improve.it in'the Exoroiſo-of 
Religion and Virtue, for: the Attainment oferue 
Happineſs, is preſerib'd z22 the iloering Dil 

courte. .. | 

Mar 3s a noble: piece of aQive: Earth, Joemg 

mated with that immortal Fire, - which af 

"firſt came down from Heaven, and inſÞiritsbine 

to thoſe Motions, which conduce to the Preſerua- 

tion and Perfetion of his Being. The 'Soul of 

man js 4, Spark of Heavenly: Fire, whieh'at firſt. 

_ Was. kindled #1 ;4he {| Breath'of God, ond # a poem p 
. Principle. af thoſe AFions, whereby he diſcovers © 

the Excellency of his Naturt,” and _—_— of 


his Original. In this little. Spark, #ncloſed by the 
* Hand of Gog,iz 4\)gurious Frame, 4 Body ft- vy;, 
1y nerd of 'd for pr. to ys is both Ligtkaad a Wong 


=, Gala AG epprehienſian, and Heatrfor ATi- oY 139. 


IS </ n 40. ax. as well an apprehen- "P 
Minde,., as «x aCtive-Spirit.” Herenpon, if 
F1 
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qt "to bis Nath 4 ind Fetng upor 
of E, od Z rar of things, he 
IT urk of Is evire > 10 At- 


we great Work #7 ever man 1n ; the, World. 
| , 4 Ur'o ak Fs 2 ts ee thou art, = 
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To the Reader. - 
Bottom of —_ you pre £10 not e Lor gs thirige (Job ; 


om : oftim ble Tre a) ue 0 Hagwng FR 
\tha-8tars of. AO ey Wt yory wn Nue + 77s 


'Throue of. Wildom.., #/dops. ſets, bor. Theoue f7 
above the Stars, and -raigus in that. Region, of | 
Light; wherein God him(clf. dwells*,'' By#i 47 * prov. 3. 
bis: Appointmest- fog; defoends; from. er bigh 2 _ 
Throw,” end, makes tht heath anew her Ab 

Seat. But then aan muſt wake his Approache "4, 


' 20 God, in the Exerciſes. ofoReligion and, N_ 
Fx theſe fnhe, :yon ſhell arreve af the Throne of .. 


Wiſdom, :aud ſbe wil et npige your Head, a Boy: 
Hr Diodes of Reawiys. & reſbiendart Growant 
ory. 
Wiſdam cannot poſſibly be ſarated from Pic- 
ty,. aud the Virtues of & good Life, . For he that 


bo pger 1.God to b; the higheſt Being and chief- 


Good,” if be do nat honour aud ghbey him, that 
may at length attain that Happineſs, which 
lies init be full Fruition of him, is not wiſez yes, 
be ;is guilty of the greateſt Folly, in that be neg- 
Jes ho ovely, Meat, , which he might attary: 


the higheſt 'Happineſs. The Sumthen nay as 
be dijrob d of bis Beams, as Wiſdom vau HE 


veſted\.of the. Raies of Religion avd- Sandity, 


. which.ergmft ih, it 4a Copditions, with: 4 Cou-" 


Jpravors. \Glorge.: . 


Nos infarct and Innligien Suge Vie 
ednekk ( a5 1 have endeavour &,. though but in 

word s, Me -evince 3 tre following. Sermon Ys the 
:greatalt hall yize the Warld, [tis Gpethatmyge.us, 


and farwepurfalves||, \4#449 him. we. line agd {| Iles, 


ad and have QU? WEvgsts »0034 J& The, Ts ® 0 17. 


"be | gras 1h ath ſid oth, bis Heart, The reno God 
OE Saks. .  Preas, Dow Jer a1 e #r this Folly! Th of 


Freveal'd from: Hi 1 APSry os #s 0 
* ew, ir var io" bb &s and Hears 
pon n6-ger Fools make a Mock at Sin\]. As a mad man, 
+ * who caſteth Fire-bran s,, Arrows and Death:- 
- SF throw Per 01 FO#ths, Cirſes, and Bla oſ- 
ie); "and faHth" Rent not TimSport *# Theſe 
B15" ooyew ply wil "Diehtning,” and ook the ir 
 - - Thunder end 'in-a-proud Scorn, open their #4 
#1 ed Breaſts to the” flaming " Arromer of #he* At- 


# of T? cer di 
 Sobriery, Chaſtity a ont 0] WEhoovance, Theſe er 
came forth npon't hy Stage, erd ſo demean them- 
ves, as \if they. ccefepek i#.the bigheft.. Wiſ- 
toaQt"'the greateſt Folks, -#*# the Sight 
Sod, z#d Angel;,"tiid" Men: *For they-fland up- 
"or their Heads and Shake their Heels \againſt 
Heaven, They bear themſelves upon the Gzrength 
of their Reaſon- 2»d Parts, in the Contempt of 


7 + Pheer-of Gullantry to" dare' Heaven by the Tnſo- 
{1 Pet. 2: Verrcy of their Crimes, and to awake\| ſlumbring 
S "Walghanes to their own DeſiruFion. Now are 

not theſe men guilty of great Hons and Mad- 


# Flagiof De again) bnR, 'c 
bell 4 ow Worns that "9s in #he- 6 Def or 


_ Religion-and Picty'3" as if they acconmred it "a - 
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_ we] E What Folly i 7s: it itt 4,740 a; 
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"To the Reader. 


\& mortebtran bears to the Mighty God. More 


bly. can be turn the ftrougeft man into Duſt, 
Lg fy ook the ſlouteſt Sinner into Hell. 4 _ | 
therefore muſt waſh his Heart from Wickedneſs ||, | Eze. 4. 
and his Hands in Innocency * ; he: waſt repent 4%. 
of his 81ns, and reform bis Life, orelſe (though he 6s, © 


| ſbould.-he \adwir'd by all men ſur the Greatneſs 


of his Wit) he can never atain to the leaſt De- 
gree of true Wiſdom. SL 
Thus you ſce Impicty is atterly inconſiſtent with 
this' Divine excellency. And therefore if you 
do deſire to become truly Wiſe, you maſt reſolve 
to become really Religious. But ther when you 
have attain'd any Degree of of let' ib be 
your chief Care to retain it, as the moſt excelent 
Poſſeſſion, the richeſt Treaſure in the World. 
There is a. certain * Tradition, that Solomon »* xx god; 
b4qd a King, which while he preſerved (as Sam- Arab. Pine 
ſon his Hair he retain'd a ſingular Excellency 


of Wiſdom ahove all other men. But being over 


amorous towards certain Women, they robb'd 
him at once. of a dpuble Treaſure, his Ring and 
Wiſdom. W#7iſdom is ' an Excellency of the 
Mind - *##s not. ſo much darkned by any thing, 
as by. the Luſt of the Fleſh. The Sans Glories: 


- wre- 0bſcur'd by the Foggs- that. riſe from- the 


Earth) to abſtain fromt 


Earth : and the Lights of Wiſdom are obfuſcat- 
ed, and at length extinguiſhed, by an Indul- 
gence of ſenſual Appetites. and Inclinations« 
An therefore be careful (as becomes Citizens of 
Heaven, who are Pilgrims and. Strangers on: 

hoſe fleſhly Luſts, which __ 
war againſt the Soul ||. . Do-r0t for the baſe give 1 Es, | 
% ſordid. 


_ "EE $E'D ; 
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Cine be + fndid1 Pleaſure. of Sie, PIER tits 
mY Excellencywhich | 15:your Crown und £ tory. Lzve 
iz the ſeriow' Exerciſe of Solid Picty: "and al 
wag; ny ae Virtues, bere on Earth, and you 'fhall 
ngth be admitted to the Participation of 
beta Everlaſting Pleaſures, in the Preſence of God, 
ER ' in Heaven. That no man, who ſhall ” -#heſe 
| Lines, may fall fbort of this Felicity, this Di(- 
courſe of Wiſdom, as 4'Lamp lighted from the 
Sun, #s here held forth by the Hand of 
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22 


- London, A Servant of Himwho p 
Decs 7+ 21675s 
| 0 is che Saviour of chen,' 
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"Pro vTv. 7,8, g- 


vir. Wiſdom is the principal thing, theres. 

Jars get Wiſdom :. and with all thy gets 
get Underftanding. 

vt. 'Exalt her, and fhe ſbalſ promote thee : 
ſbe ſball bring "thee to Honour, when thou 
doft embrace ber. 

IX: She ſhall give to thine Head an Orna- 

" "ment of Grace a Crown of 0190 hall 
- ſve deliver to thee. 


OD. is the inning aud End. of 
. all, Fhiogs. ry way. (as tit,be- 


= "Hin ye begin'this Day.;.t9- 
Wh. ' Glory, as our nl- 
End, it ne ochoves vie di 
| | 
Rh "11949 put 
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\ thence transferr'd 


 ed-to-you by the Miniſters of his Holy Myſte- 


_ ries upan the Itke Occaf , who have all: 
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'to the Gfeat City Land, "which by its ſud- 


den Riſe, in ſo Rock, Splendour, from jts wo- 
- ful Ruines,. 4s become the Wonder of the world. 

Tao. Him igi £ the Glory of okt Being 
an Hom ney 


the Praiſe of all the Be ngs 
which contribute to_our preſent Well-being, 
and encourage. our Hop of future Bleſſed- 


og. or 5.0 ut G.3-% 
This is our Work, this our yat this Time, 
-#9d'your. appeafance Crhy the "Honoured and 


Beloved Countrimen) in this. Place. 4s a- viſible 
Pledg of your Readineſs and Reſolution to, per- 
form it. For thatye may give nts God the Glo- 

due unto his Name, ye are this Day. come unto 
Bo Houſe, and are here ready to heatken to his 
Holy Oxacles, . that ye may-be inform'd, what is 
moſt excellent, moſt acceptable to Him, and molt 


...*-* +honourable for your ſelyes, in the Diſcharge of 
© your Duty. 


excellent things litre been recommend- 


, Ofs b- avs | SO 
[= Five 


Thy 


The Excellency of Wiſdom, 
Country; the moſt accompliſht Perſons for Ex- 


cellency.and Goodneſs. After them al-I come 


forth-this Day, and tell your every one from'the 
Mouth of the Lord, Wiſdom is the principal 
thing 5 therefore, &c; | Here's, © | 
-E'! Au Encominn of Wiſdom; She is commend- 
ed'to.us'as the moſt excellent of all things; 
Wiſdom is the principal thing. Dull Mortals! 
Degenerate Mankind! Do men diſcern the Glit- 
ter.df Gold,” the ſparkling Luſtre of Gems, the 
Beauty and: Sweetneſs of Gain, as one'of the 
faireſt Flowers in" the Worlds Garden, 'and can 
they not diſcern' the ExceVercy of Wiſdom, 
without 'a: Verbal Encomium? Are © things 
brought'to that paſs; that ſhe' muſt bring. her 
Letters of Commendation with her' from Hea- 
yen, or ſhe: can hardly find Entertainment a- 
mong(t men upon' Earth? Muſt ſhe have her 


| Herald £0 before her to prepare her Way; ' 


by: proclaiming her Excellency?! However now 
weare utterly inexcuſable if we do not give her 
an agreeable Entertainment, when we are in- 
form'd of her Quality, and told ſhe-1s the prin- 
cipel thing, (he holds: the Principality amongſt 
thoſe Virtues, that ennoble, enrich; and-adort 
the:Mind»of man: 6 5 0, 96G 

Il. Az earneſt Perſwaſion,”- backt with Argu- 


ments, to endeavour the / Acquiſition and Ime . 


provement of this Excellent Vittue ; Therefore get' 
Wiſdom , ——|Exalt her,_and ſbe \ſhalf promote 


thee: + This 'is 4he Counſel -and Advice of 
the Holieſt| of Kings, David; recommended to” * 


us by the: #3/ſeft of Us 'Tis to 
#43 id | ; a 
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> The Extellency of Wifdome.. 
a. threefald- Att; r.to, Acquire; 2.' Exait,and 


3-. Embrace Wiſdom. _ 23 18 
x... To bediligent in the. endeavours forthe: 
Aequiigon of Wiſdoms, Therefore get Wife, 
and with all thy getting get Qnderſtaridingy te: 
. make. it thy; chief . Deſign and. conftane'. Eri- 
- deavoenr, who purfueſt any Excelleney,- any 
- Advantage on Earth, to get. Wildom, as thae 
which. is, moſt excellent and advantageous. 
...'2. Fo give her the Preheniinence, inthe: Cor 
yernment of all the AQtions of our Life. Which 
Advice is backt. with an -Argutnent; -4 Propo- 
fal and Afurance of Honour:and Eſtimation, 
whichſhall accrue to-a-man thereby ; .Exelt her, 
and fhie ſhall promote: thee, ' Wildom ſeems. to 
fay to.-men, what the God. of Wiſdom: ſaid 
toElis Them that honour: me F will hononr = 
* and they that deſpiſe we ſhall be lightly efteem- 
[1 San. 2. 6 i | hd + 
P?. We; To entertain het with the greateſt Kind- 
, Familiarity and Endearment that may be ; 
to take her into the Arms and Boſom-embraces. 
of the Soul. To this, Honour and Ornament 
1s affur'd, Glory and Renown. She ſhall bring 
thee to Honour mhen thow dofi embrabe her. 
She ſhall give to thine. Head' an Ornament of 
Grace © 2 Cronn if Gloryſhell ſhe deliver tv. thee. 
\ ' - She ſhall procure-to thee that Praife and. Eſti- 
_ mation, which.will be to: thee as a graceful'Or- 
. - -- nament, a8 aglorious Crown... Nan-is the King: 
off all; Creatures ;. the. wiſe 'man. is! a- King. a- 
© monglſtimen, and the: Glory of Wiſdom is his 
Erown. *Tis Wiſdom: will. incircle I 
F 0s Ig 


The ie ExrePracy of Wiſdom... 


"bright. Olories on” "Earth," and e Sora to Ho- 
*nour and Ha! ineſs in Heav 

And 'row beholdT have'ſer's 23bJe Prize be- 
fore you, and would fain perſivade you to a . 


enerous Conteſt for the Attainment of it, The _ 


Conteſt whetein' T'would efipage yon, Is #0 ex- 
"cell in Wiſdom: the Prize: is ap. Ornament of 
Lg a Crown of Glory. 

To make plain'the way before! you, I ſhall. 

; _ Enquire what Wifdom' is. © | 
of Shew you wherein” che excelletcy of 
KTP Acquiſition ties. * *: 
ED Make'it plainly appear that this excel- 
tent Endowment is attainable, and \ſhew 
on by what Means. 

And then ſhall endeavourto'petfivade: you 
every.one to Diligence'in the Uſe be the Means 
for the Attainmeat of ſo excellent a Virtue. All 
with a Deſign to advance you to fach a Degree 
of Excellency and. Goodneſs, that'ye way be 
the Glory of "your Native Country, and the Or: 
 rament of ibis great City, adding to the Splen- 
dour of -its Riches and nn the Luſtre of 
Wiſdom and Virtue. 

_ lies pay » 
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This is 'the Wotk which' bg 
in the Management where! ram Gblig'd 

7. Ts enquire, andto giye'ybu'an. Acq -ompt 
what Wiſdom i. By the: ent 'Philoſo 
(who are follow'd by ,the*Greek' Fader) is. 
is thus defit'd; | As 

4 dubely path, ch 


at Clem. Alex. Pad.l.2:; c. 2.. 
radon « Slnſarhing; 7 widas be ret 
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"| i _ . The Excellency of Wiſdom. 
_ 58 "Ir & x F L  %"; / 's : _ 
PM. the-Nature and Cauſes,” both of things Divine 


| Wnn ond Homexe. Or,* Tis the Underanding and 
1 2 &ncigy £20Wledge: of the moſt excellent thingy. , But 
71 this is but anexcellent kind of Speculative Xzoms- 
675.7 ledge, which may be inthe Mind of a man ut- 
ter]y deſtitute of trze Wiſdom. Wiſdom.is cer- 
.fainly 4 praZick, Excellency, a. Virtue that.;d1- 
reds and influences our Adtions, to the Attain- 
ment of- the moſt excellent Ends. 1t's as the 
Light of the Sun, which is accompanied with 

- that -Z-fluence which fruQiketh the Earth, 
 Wiſdomtbenis an excellent; Energetieal Virtue 
of the Mind of maz, whereby, upon a clear Ap- 
prebenſion and a right Judgment of things, the 
- whole Soul is carried out, in a well govern'd 
| Order, in an. carneſt and conſtant Par ſuit pf the 
moſt excellent Attainments. ; $4 GS 
{a this Deſcription I have given you the liver 
Ke} ; lieſt PourtraiFure that I can of: this. excellent 
. Virtue, Be pleaſed to peruſe her ſeveral Linea- 
HENS - ments, and while I unyail. her amiable Excel- 
_— | lencies, keep your Eyes. fixt upon. her Beauty, 
woo nl find her Image impreſt upon your 

ont, dra Boney free We | +38 Are 


2 Te _Sheis er exce ='y Virtue of the Mind of man. 
OT nk Man is the: nobleſt Creature in the, Univerſe; 
" Hevoul ſite nohetParcoFmany the Ur 

on - fRauding, is the nobleſt Power of the Soul; and 

: grin} ae es Vin of that Dow: 
| q ._ cr, .the moſt beautiful Embelliſhment of the 
| | 0; ned OR LY es of 
" + #. 4"). Other Virtnes are for the-moſt part ſeated in 
- 3::* -beWib, and their Office is the Modergtion and 

EEG Er IRIS Govern 


th "Gloryet Gnds — 


Aﬀections > »Biiti Wiſdot hes/bb 


-ithe higheſt Place, is ſeated die moblt Pow: 


Er of. the Soul; the: Mind of Ondei & of 
man,and thence ſends forth herdJofluence:upon/all 
. the Powers and Metiansofithe: Soul; the /Adfi- 
. ons and Jntereſts of the; whole Life. + There ſhe 
firs as 4 Qaeen, and_is:Rterded»with."an! ho- 
-nourable Train of. peer Femperattce 
.. ands on; her; right And: Patience:on: her 
left., Fortitude; Juſtice, Clemency: «nd. Good- 
»efs ſtand- before. her Bace; and Humility: fits 
at her feet, and when ever ſhe:ſtirs: abroad,; Con- 
tentment attends all her. Motions: Thus ſhe 
.1s truly hanourable in. hen Atteadants; and: in 
-Alll. her Appearances, -and-: makes: -him-thatven- 
-FF2talos her-hongurable and happys vt wtf 
:; She is an Energetical Virtue, -powerfully ope- 
rative, \ She-gives. not only. a direQivei Light, 


 . but. \heds- forth allo ;ſuch; a; mighty-Ioftuence, 


as makes the Motions. of the, Saul and! Actions 

of the Life: ceable,;: 150] wth hom 16d F 
She proceeds upon- a clans; Apprebenſion ah 

right Jodgmens of things, For the; wiſe mans 


Eyes are int bis Head: but the: Awaebts _—_ mY 


is a! hhreofhle ADGEY 
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1, Hereby; the bole Son iticeried ent, ime 4+ 
well govern'd-Order,:ft: aft: ——_ | 
Purſyit of the manage 


-t wont ial tbo is the Eyes of the 
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575! wy val v6 &f, alt 5 Si 
Wi Wil OMe. ts tte A bs | = y g "* Zo 
are 2 com ortable Accctloryita the Animal Lifed ZN * 
Wiſdom makes, a_ mary almoſt equal: with: A 4 
la Þ Beings. Heace 'twas ſaid of David,” My | 

King is. 45 an dnyy!. of Gadd 
what heLyepal Beaſt-z0 the afhivel 
. Certainly.a Wile: |; oug q | 
LLcg Veatch. does as-much exceb; a Rich many. wt 
without Wiſdom, as an Angel doeg-an Aſoladen: * | 
with Gold;; Thoy hat Wiſdem':and:pwadteft” . 
Riches; anocher.has Riches and: wiahrsWikihoy (gt; 
Nowell .me, Cagſt.thou be comtent toinbabeet- 
Condrtions, with him.3_to part-with thy: Walk 
dom, to; be polieſt, of his. Wealth >: No,.Ctis.ims * 4 
polbible.:;For.hg is. already: Foals who: cat IT. 
conſentto.ſfuch,ga Exchange, \ This niuſ&noeds: 3,403 L oe. ol 
extort. a Confetlion from eyery one of you,: that” © 0: "2 
Wiſdom. is better than Riches, which yet 1s. che 
golden. .0yl,.,which ſets all the! Wheels of Ati» 
Qa.. [xhrpughout the whole /Wodl::ko. abi 
ON. » 554 bs I 24 4 4.4 ths (&: Xe 5/5 -B Fs £ 
There '3: wot certain 8 aore-i able iP offo for 
on than that; 0 Wiſdom * « Riches are t ut It 
Addicion tot auexery Las ©; © 
the EanoBlementof the:M 
is but as.a Prop.;(et: ta < 
other as. a\royat-Dicalem 
SOneralgn: Princee. I 
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_ cy -beteſtimate, NOIR us TY 
' Now rell/ mez'to-which would ye "rather con- 
ſents To have/an Eye pluckt out _ your Head, 
.- or-to-have-a Skirt cut off from your Garment? 
Vidam is as Fey Eye of mans Soul, whereas 
- a6 4 Shit" of 's Garment 'are-but'en 
jon'-to- his Eſtate; which oft- imes are; 
*more a'Burdenthan an Ornament. 
Þ: ; Certainly the greateſt Excellency and Praiſe 
38 * 4, ,- 7, of Riches 4s this, «that rhey* are*goo! ' IuftFic- 
& 011) enents Of Virthe. 'Their'Excellenc f then. hes in' 
' their Uſe;-to'which they! neither are,-nor'can' 
be apply'd without the DireQion of ' Wiſdom. 
Wiſdom then is the Principal thing, to which 
Richesare ſubſervient, when 'they become' the 
Means\/6f: Glory to: God, or: Good to'-men. 
"Hom: tlayweh better then bit to get ' Wiſdons 
| than Gold ?  attd to get 'Onderſtanding rather to 
2 f oo. 16, * be choſen than: Silver ||? Yea Wiſdom ((aith' $0- 
Fo. — -* - :{omon) 4s better than Rubies; and all the things 
® Pior, 8. anersy iy be deſeeed are not 'to be compared to a 


$7 Ry 1.2. Wiſdomisto nor d before Power. Pow- 
5 | er, unleſs directed by iſdom, like-the dread-. 


| fol -Thandery broaks-all i in "As #' Sword 
- "iu 4 wad mans Hand, ſuch is | at Power, 
5g Which, not | guided by Wi *\ becomes 
SW ye -of Rage and Folly. Dover with- 
ent Wibep, is bu ip 60s es th of a Beaſt, 
ons and: deſtr  Wiſdomin War is 


a” 


cellent th © Povcr arid” ftrength. | x 
___ Gs Cc Solomon?) ſcaleth the City of the 
TD wah y he ent owing -tO & wiſe 


4; | , Condu@, 


 Tho' Excellency 
-Conrdad, than, the; bruitiſh-frrengeh.'of.:ag; un- 
rgovern'd /Bbdy\ofiBeaples.. 1! 17 51 150 
-'/Moreover ,” the Power: of 'a/Btince' is! his Au- 
-thority for the Government of his:People. This 


is a Splendid and Noble' Thing, an Excellency 


worthy.tobe Crown'd with) :Hbnour /:: But yet 
even this:muſt -givue:Iplace #0i Wiſdom, -as the 
greater. Excellendyo!) Governivent 15» properly 
the direion-of the.aGtions of men to excellent 
ends for the Publick Goad;: Now hereuato 
.two things; are requilitey\. Right and :8k:/, or 
ancabiliry ta. doft-:; [The former; withourrthe 
latter is/altogether infighiticant and -uſceleſ$-; the 
latter .(when they are conjoyn'd) is the Luſtre 
and Glory. of the former... :Now . the. former, 
Right to-Goverz, 4s Authoritysg the latter, S4z// 
to do it well,:is Wildam; | This4þhen being the 
Praiſe and Glory of- the [other;: 4s rendriog}it 
uſeful for the Publick Good, \which 1s ; ts. only 
Excellency, is. much; more -Excellept.. For that 


which makes :andthber.| thingoexcelleat;, \mukt 


needs be:more excelleat:it: ſÞlf;; I& Rowen and 
Authority then. do! owe; their: Excellegcy, arid 


Uk, fulnets to: Wiſdam, Wiſdom: that applyes - 


them to their proper.ends,..mult needs. be much 
'more excellents uw iſe, konbe ther then s 
Kings.> || ſay uthe Hebrewwddodprey Relay 
they) if a wiſe man die, there is not preſc 18ly 
found ta wiſe'man'to' ſiccud:;hims but if a King 


dies; there's nota man; of £(ra :but #4a9:he mage D299 


aiKimg': Yea, theyhaveabolderdigavesd ingbe | 


prail: of Wldomns \Kimpn ate theudgenrfifhe om 


Eatth;\but.\wifewren rg ttin of Kings o* 
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7 | Gra Mae & Hondlie: vet 
| out Pine is but a-:empey. Title, :bue Wiſdom 
is'a real Excetlency\ca:zarc: endowment of: the 
Mind of Man 7: Where- there is Virtue to-ſup- 
port Honour, there Horiout is the Inſtre of Fir- 
fue + But now Wiſdom is it;ſelf-a moſt:excellent 
Vireue of the mind of. Man;5»atd rhereforo- as 
mach az the of Galdreicells'the ſhine, 
ſo much does Wiſdom'excell Honour: 
So Honour is but. the eſtimation of Excellency, 
_ or rather ſome extrixfick Teſtimony of that Þ- 

- Nimarion ':- Bur: Wifiibin is: Ee rotitiney, 
which-gives an ##triufck torch rand Valne to 
the Mind of Man, and therefore is.much: to be 
preferr'd : before that Honor * which: ſtrands. in 

fome- outward ack -*% What's. a 
Gilded Titlt'to/a Noble: or alittle popy- 
lat Ai, to that Excellency of Spirit, which ren- 
ders-a-man ufefull for the Publick Þ' | :: ' 

- Bat if aty- are delighted wit u ffs ſhine of 
 'Gold, let them paſſels them(tlves ofthat-bright- 
_— Mettal, abd' then-they:may. pleaſe them- 
ſelyes as mack av they will With 3 its ſhming:1u- 
fre. Do yerdelightiin Honour?! ſeek'for Wiſ- 


2 Mow; bran Ce bes zot-fail. to attend go 
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The Excellency.of Wiſdom. | 


you have ſcen, where thats Excelle of: Wiſs 
dom > which) Fe Tg Lee hes the Prive- 
cipal thing -. I come now to prove, - 
* oo Thes ahi Excellency.iis.attaingble, agd 
ow youby what meang'xon MayAtrain'it. -- 
The be Throne af Wiſdom. ph and. this 


World may ſeem! to; be, e Stage ON 


= pet is come t6 a(t. her, PE; Wiſdom is 


an Excellengy;\zhat jt may. well be que 


&yhether it can. be-found! pn, Earth <; Ver 
ing this Excellency. 1s., ble. .1f we 
be but ſerious and couſtant in our, Eadeavours, 
we may come to have our Souls: adpra'd with 
the; Light 4 cFaWwn: ;d,yith the; Glories: of 

Wildorm--; m1 5]1degne 2 1f 15! % 
L..:Tis not {Ig in vain; thag the Wife 
Joth here commend Wiſdom t@ ys, and 1 


us to the moſt earneſt Endeavoursto KoOmns : 


Wiſdom is. the principal thing 5, therefare | 
Wiſdom, and with all thy getting get V#: 
ftauding. , God 1v:npt wont to delude men, in 


commanding them to ſeek that, which he is're- 


ſolv'd he will deay, or knows they cannot! at- 


tain,,; This/Exeellency. Widow jig chennomaing 


ly attainable; + i «5 0A 7: 4 
,..2. God has aſtign d unto Men that Work. ia 
the World, which cannot poſkbly þe done. with- 
out Wiſdom; ; and yet if it be. Lu Adone, hehas 
fſubjeted) them $0 an dnfviteble: 
bearing his Wrath, and- 


Glory aue unto GaWa Naw {| "This 4s Fork. 


Neeatfty of 
Sing eral ;tniſes, 
as ig Wildany 1 15 the + figſt!, rigeiple of: Re- pro. 1. 9. 
the! and Piety, whereby Man gives, unto God and 9: 10. 
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Wiſdom is certainly attainable.” 
3 "God Sol Dyen'es Man a Rational' out; 


diſcerning beth Good'and Evil;'the Under- 

franding : and a Fe of choofit ing the Good, 

+; ore. theEvils the 75. How far theſe 

*** tc | aronpodetiby e-depravation of Na- 
| ture, and again relieve by* 'the aids of Grace, I 

hall not now diſcourſe. - Certain it is, To know 

* and eg" IM om zntial to the Underſtanding : 
© rookiso(@ofrefufeds(Mential tothe Will.\ He 

God hath given to Man an. immedliate'capi 

fom;-which ſtaods'in the knowledpe 

: of excellent tos the propoſal of excellent 

'A@ vEh me [min Uſe 'of the moſt pro- 

2S a1 2t of 0 g bends: | He 

"his Reaſon im the'ex- 

| (nds ita Fomn Yonl, is ire 

- jobongy - He that applyes his Under- 

Kpading bo to "ho OR of that which God 


reveals. 
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The. Excellency."of Wiſdom. i. Y 
reveals toi be good for Man,” and" imployes' all | 
his Powers inithe diligent and conſtant proſe- 

cution- of -it, hath attain'd*to- true: Wiſdom. 

This 'Method is- fo Natural, this Motion" is ſo 
agteeable, that it cannot but plainly appear, 

that this Excellency. this rare' Endowment of 

the Mind of Man, Wiſdom-and Underſtanding 

is attainable, : 

Neither need-1I inſiſt on. the Means, by which 

it may be attajn'd,” feeing that has already been 

declar'd in ſome meaſure in the foremention'd 

Proofs and Inſtances of its attainableneſs : T 

ſhall only. add, True Wifdom may be attain'd- 

by che" Means wer (75167 600 A0DS ONE 

11" A due Government of a Man's ſelf. He 
that! would attain Wiſdom, muſt*not permit an 
Ataxy in his own Soul. : He muſt not ſuffer the 
Inferiour Powers thereof to Ufurp. an Empire 
and Regency over the: Superiour. He muſt 
carefully maintain the Right and Power of Rea- 
fon in the Government of the Appetite-and Pal- 
fions. The ſenſitive Powers muſt be ſtrictly © 
held in ſubjeQion to the Rational : Keep Rea- | 
for'in her Throne, and'$he will foon'be inur'd 
to the Government! of all the \motions-of "the 
Soul, the ations of 'the Life,” according to the 

Rules of Wiſdom. - TOE SENPS > 

_ 2. 4 ſeriows || conſideration of a Mans State. || Deut.33./. 
There's: an Eternal State of Happineſs'or Miſery ** 
remains. for every Man after death, according 
to his demeanour in\this Life. The Wicked, 
ſhall be tormented iti'* Eternal Fire - the Righ- ut.- ” 
teous ſhall | ſhine as the Sun, 'm NR Ls Irs 

$607 , . OF 
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And herein lies Man's true open | | 
(3+ Ardiligert ſtudy of the Holy Seripiures ; 
Hereio: are contain'd the Oracler of God, where- 
in his hiddea Wiſdom is reveal'd to Men. 'The 
Holy Bible is the Book f Wiſdom. Of this 
bleſſed Book may be truly faid, that which 


| (not without great vanity) wes infrit@Qapon 
| * Tis 0v- the Tomb 'of Pherecydes the Syrian pn "ere 
2 gr lies Wiſdom in its higheſt wy a9 That 
*&,1z Wiſdom which ſhineth in its 


igheſt Glory, 
amongſt Angels in Heaven, here diſcloſeth it ſelf 

1n-its -amiable and moſt attractive Beauties to 

men on Earth. By Meditation on God's Teſti- 

| PE. 119, monies. Holy David became || wiſer than his 
46 99» Enemigs, wiſer than the Ancients, wiſer than his 
' _ - Teachers, whoſe Office it was to teach him Wilſ- 

. _ dom: The Holy 8criptures: are able to. make 4 
*, Tim, War wiſe to Salvation: *. Herein Gad hath ſer 
3-15 befoze us, and propoſed unfo us thoſe things, 
m the Knowledge and Praftiſe whereof ſtands 
that True . Wiſdom, which is Man's greateſt 
Excellency and Glory. The Holy Goſpel is.the 

© manifeſtation-of #he Wiſdom vf God in a: My- 
ery, even the hidden Wiſdom, which God Or- 
4x Cora, £44 before the World wnto our Glory. || The 
34+ - Wiſeſt men that-ever were in the world, who 


© The Excellency of Wiſdom. 
were not immediately inſpired by God, ow'd - 
their Excellent Wiſdom to the ftady of his Holy 
. Word. That great Oracle of Wiſdom, and State- 

Politie, the Lord Yernul4m, confeſt he ow'd his 
Wiſdom to the Works of -Solowon, patticularly 
the Book of the Proverbs. The Holy Sert- 
ptures are. that- Greet Light, which God hath 
ſet up and appointed to give the Light of Wiſ- 
dom to the Rational World. 

And thus you ſee by what Means this Excel- 
lency, that ſo ennobles the mind of Man, may 
be attain'd. 

Now me thinks every one of you ſhould be. 
inflam'd with a Generous Deſire of fo great an 
Excellency, and ſhould refolve to be diligent 
and ſerious in -your endeavours for the-atcain- 
ment'of it, It's an Argument of” a baſe and 
. mean Spirit to reſt in an inglorious ſloth, when: 
a man ts calld to an Honourable Imploymenr. 
Behold, here's a Noble Defign, a Work wor- 
thy to engage all your. Powers, though ye were 
the greateſt Princes on Earth, #he Acquiſition 
of Wiſdom. Wrildom is the greateſt Excellen- - 
cy and Adornment of the Soul of Man, and ren- 
ders him amiable and illuſtrious in the fight of 
God. Wiſdom more adorns a:King than His. 
Royal Diadem, and redeems the meaneſt. man 
from an unregarded Obſcurity.z\'and, renders 
him truly Excellent and Honourable,. A wiſe. 
Man, though in never ſo poor and mean Eſtate, 
is a bright Star, incircled+ with his own Raye 
of Glory, and need' not: envy; the pr 
Priaces their Secular ' Greatneſs and Honour. 

Ns Tg ' There. 
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There are many things Excellene: Great, Glori- 
ons in the worlds/ eye, which men are” wont:to 
purſue with 'great earneftneſs, and” would ac-.. 
count hemledees very happy in the acquiſition 
and attainment of them : But, Wiſdom is the 
principal thing; therefore get Wi jan, Cc. Ex- 
alt her, an £m e ſhall-promote thee, 8c. 1: 1 
Suoh is the Excellency 'and; Jefirableneſs of 
Wiſdome; and therefore, 1. Get Wiſdome-: 
2. Ofe Wiſdom : and 3. Let your Wiſdom be 


accompanied with thoſe .Virtues and Graces, 


which may demonſtrate its Excellency and Glo- 
2. 
1. Get Wiſdom 3 why ſhould you take up 
with any other acquiſt tion, wheh you are ca- 
pable of-ſo great an Excellency/? ? What is it 1n 
the: world i02-which. men pur the ' greateſt vas 
lue? Silver, Gold, Gems ? Know, Wiſdom is 


' more excellent and deſirable - 1t-carmot be got= 
ter for Gold, neither ſhall. Silver be weighed 
for the price thereof : Tt cannot be:walued: with 


be Gold of Opbir,. with the precious Onyx or 
the Saphire'- The:Gold and Cryſtal cannot equal 
it 3, and the exchange of it ſhall not be for " ml 


. els of fine: Gold. No mention ſhall be. made of 
Lofall by: | CE 5 Exh the 4 road of "ro Is 
je ire Top 


4 rd i int t0:be 
adom.'” Did.men but know the 
0:55 © fineſt Gold, the- faireſt 


Pearls, 


4x £0 
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Pearls, the richeſt Rubies, would find but ſmall 
regard... Could” the' Exceleriey. and. Beauty of = 
i Wiſdom. be' pteſented ro" the eye-of..man; the _ 
fineſt Gold - TOUT ceaſe to ſhine}, the faireſt | 2 
Pearls would-ſoon grow pale, and the. richeſt _ 
| Rubies would bluſh for ſhame, as wholly van- 
quiſh'd. by rare! a Virtue, and Fender! d of lit- 
tle or novalag 7177 
Wiſdom'is the Fecellency of the moſt Noble 
Beings ;\ it's the Praiſe of Men, the Perfeftion of | go 
Angels; the Glory of God : The$un is the Glo- 42 
ry of 'the'world,- Light of the Sun':: God is the > Dal 
Glory of all Beings, Wiſdom is the Glory of 3 
God. Now how role nn Honour is it for a 4 
Mortal Mawito be .* /ke to the moſt High God, nos 
in that Excellency, -which is his Glory]. To dens hs 
litterinBold | is accounted a prone Glory but 73 ver. 
It's a far greater, to be an Earthly God, 'in'the Gs mY 
Excellency of Wiſdom : Get Wiſdom therefore, dnegyd- 
and with all gour getting get Underſtanding. Cera i 
For, » IE; : _ 
ws Wiſdom will give the greateſt Excellency 
to your” Perfons': Tis Wiſdom 7:15 gan 4 hs rs 
Mans face to ſhine - ||-For it” ipre es upon _ : 
him:s a5 of the SEE of God hee * Wiſe men [=-2,0hs 
on Earth >are" like" the fears" in 'H , ſay the JIE 
Hebrew Dototy. AC Zertainly,, -7"08 -excells 2 roe $0Y 
Folly, as far as Light excells Darkneſr: *:There's © £3 
not more VA Derwihey a Las and: —-_ a 2. L 
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3 * 70 : Tho Excellency of Wiſdont. 
" 2. *Fwill make you beneficial to others4.'Tis 
the Glory of Man'to be: the Means of Good to. 
many. : 'Fwas the Wiſdom of-Fo/epb ,; which 
preferr'd him to that great Honour' ta '#gyp8, 
which: gave him a mighty Capacity af dowg 
Good ;* and-ſo he became the Means of: ſuftai 
iog his Fathers Family, yea, thewholejLand of 
Zgypt, and all-the Neighbouring Countries -in 
the-years of Famine. By Wiſdom ye may/not 
only promote. the Welfare of your own Conntry, 
but alſo contriþute to the Safety, Pract and :\Ha+ 
our of the whole Kingdom... Tis Wiſdom' will 
make you living Images. of the; great. God, and 
mighty Inſtruments of Good tomen.  _ *' ©» 
3. *Twill make you truly Happy -and ;Ho- 
. nourable ;: Happy in the,Favour af God, Ho- 
nourable in the Eſteem of Men. : 'Tras Wiſdom 
is alwayes attended with a train of: Excellent 
Virtues, and it intitles men to the higheſt Ho- 
nours, to Immortal Glories in the Kingdom of 
God. The Glory of Wiſdom out-Jaſts mens 
Life, and ſhall have a Refurtection with their 
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The Excellency of TViſdom. -- — 

_ wf Fools, ||. Get Wiſdom then, and with all your PIN: 
getting get Underſtanding. Exalt Her, and She © 
Jhall promote thee; She ſhall bring thee to Ho- 
wor, when thou doſt embrace Her + She foal 

f give #0, thine Head arr. Ornament of Grate, « 
, Crown of Glory ſhall She deliver to thee. 
Be ſenſible of your went of Wiſdom. It's not 
to be imagin'd, that he ſhould earneſtly endea- 
vourto get Wiſdom, who has an Opinion that 
he is already Wiſe : Be #0t wiſe therefore. my 
your own conceits : || Let no max deceive bio jaoman. 
ſelf « If any man among you feem to be wiſe 16. © 
"in this world, {tis the Apoſtles Counſel): le# 
him. become a Fool that he may be:wife;d *, For * 1 Cor.;; 
he that thinks himſelf ſufficiently; Wiſe, 4s ter- 3: 
tainly. a Fool : whereas he, whorbeing feaſible 
of his Folly, ſeeks after Wiſdom, begins tobe. 
Wiſe. - | > 
Seek then after Wiſdom as the Principal Ex- 
cellency and ennoblement of your Nature : and 
that ye may attain it, | 
I. Converſe with the. Wiſe : For be that 
walketh with wiſe me ſhall be: wiſe 5 but a com- 
Faniou \of. Fools: ſhall be: deflroy'd > * This * pro. 13. 
world is the: Tewple.of God's | Wiſe Men-are 20- 
Lemp; , which God hath. lighted up therein. 
One Lamp may be lighted from- another. -From 
them ye may derive that Light of Wiſdem, _ - - 
which will make you. to ſhine-in 'thereyes' of | | 
God and Men +: But know the #rxly virtaons are 
the only Wiſe. The Light of Wiſdom ſhines in 
a Holy. Life, as a bright ſtar in. a_ ſerene skie. 
f Chooſe then: Holy, and Good Men; for. your 
wt, E 2 | intimate 
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22 - * Fhe Excellency of Wiſdom. 


' intimate Companions, that through the- Light 


j Pfalm 
119. 63. 


and influence of their Communications and Ex- 
ample, you may learn Wiſdom by 2 living 
Law." ' Thus Holy David, F am a Companion 
of all. them that fear / thee "and "of them that 
keep thy Precepts. || Thele are as God's Myſtick 
Seals, hs which he impreſſes Wiſdom- on the. 
minds of men. * £Þ NT 0 THek 
..2.:Ask Wiſdom of God'': For the: BORD 
giverÞ Wiſdom, out of his month cometh "Know- 


® Prov. 2. tedge and C—_ * - God is: the Foun- 


* Matt. 7. 


7. 


Luk. z1.9, 


{ Jam. r.5, 


tain of Wiſdom, being infinitely, eflentially wiſe. 
Angels excet in Wiſdom : thefe bright Lamps 
which burn before the Throne of God, were 
Hghred up+-by his Glorious Beams, To whom 
then ſhould. Mann go, who wants and deſires 
Wiſdom, but to % All-wiſe God? "Tis He 
that hath ſaid, Ask; and 7t ſhall be given you * 
Did the pooreſt man prefent know where: he 
might have Gold for asking, he would ſoon 
out-ſhine the Rich, and diſdain to fill: his Trea- 
fury with any baſer Metal: But he that asks 
Gold of the Rich, ſhall but be. derided. for the 
inſolency :of his requeſt. '- But, »:7f any = you 
tack Wiſdom (whict is better than: Gold!) lex 
hins ark of God, that giveth to all men. liberal- 
- Fry upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
him. || Thus did King Solomon become the 
;wiſeſt man iv the Worlkd. + > og I 1 
*13os your ſelves with all feriouſneſs in 
the exerciſe of a ſolid Piety, and the Virtues of 


' . a Holy Life > For; The. Fear of #he:Lord 3s the 
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beginning: of Wiſdom. - 4 good Underſtanding 
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have at they that. Yochis Eomraeni 
notthen at ratdom 3-but make an 'Eleion -up- 

on a due deliberation: of that-courſeof Lifs, 
which. you: apprehend. to.; be \\moſt« excellent 
and: -agrecable' t@, the-Diyine: Wilk z1and. moſt 
conducible to yaur. future>gead, ayonr .eteraal 
happineſs : Bind your ſelf with the firmeft'Res+ 


ſolutions, notwithſtanding all difficultics/ad. 


.diſcouragements, to perkſt-in/thisiway; _—_ 
attain,your-end, ; Whemzpon #eraGantidd with 
Temptations, remember /therjnat [{zc©atdinc- 
cording to your preſent” inclinations,' but 'acs, 
cording to- that Ele&ion-you haveimade, thoſe 
reſolutions ,which.you have: fixed.in- your: foul, 
ypon.z mature deliberation; : 'Tikys 43iyau 
eſt Wiſdam,..to a&-according to! the-Rules-of 
Virtue, with an unſhakery conſtaney.,, till you 
ſhall. receive a. Crown of Glory} 4:1 | 
Thus. 'I. have ſhew'd,yow eas: and-moane 
whereby ye muſt ger "dom, Naw,iot £2079 
IH. Learn te uſe 


ing. your directreſs. in all. your, upd 


Be diltgent,, {crious, arent ojg , > 
things whereia,true deth\oppbih: 
ſemble all the Powers of yeut-S E 


poſe. The Sun. incelanly maves ith hÞ Kea 


vens,, and as; inceſſant p [roo On. .che -_ 


do ye in.the Lights 0 

incircled EE Os Dreſs! 
God. | Enter. + 0 pirkenf Wart , tha 
ye way ſhine/in.the. Lights of Wiſdom Jachkt 


from. Gn, as the; greateſt olly 5i:belicye; un 


Chriſt, 


Wiſdoem:i Let; Wiſdom be- 
your Guide inall your Afairs, and Underſtands 


The: Excellency. of Wiſdows. 2 
A *\Lave * Pſalm 
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 veramene,: that ye may: " wad: the atvotion of 
your Souls, which 4s gre heſt Wiſdont. 
:;-Ler:your: Wifdom di it {elf in your 
Ro Pty romabMe Gods \Logalty #6'#he Kings | 
| . Love ani Charity to one' another's 1 
ſhall: oſe. theſe Duties to you, only as proofs 
bithe Wiſdom, errno og aQts aud indications 
TY tyoar Widen Thine in Picty to- 
ds:God epubolaer—brcd be wy Pier God, 
and diſcloſes i its Excelleacy and Divine Otigital 
| n and Piety, by which 
areft appraaches to God. -Re- 
5s ManeReturats'Cod; in 
; onouring! of Bod by afts of 
Devbclag. - the Virtues of a Holy Life;-in 
its Exd, his woo with God, and fruition of 
| 1, and his ' higheſt hap- 


, 


4 "ou ol Pies, which compre- 
hendraddek] Virwe and Duties of a good Life, 

| der argutne and eyidence of True 

You Soecmainly "St boi for ant trreligion, de- 

we are undertiable evidences of the 

sexcellency. Swe: Lying, Cur- 

fiog, Drink ing/toicxceſs,  Whoi my Ss Un- 

Jeannels vim and Gverrehng for gain, 

| I Pof fo [ vill marks of mad- 
59 upon meu, :. or-defperite folly 

and.mudae} ina bonding 6 makke Almigh! 

y G OT: by 1 f brin 'his Authority, 
Laws , -atid deſpiling his Govern- 

Pee iT, ment ? 


proy 48 by 
Fant Nina ak Felicjt ; | 
: Men, 


ed 4 Sons of $6757 gf Go ye $3 64s HTK 6 wo 
ged. with Folly. . Let not an Oath, a Curſe, Or. 
any. corrupt: Communication- be, heard. 
qut-of your:tnouths ;-drink-notito excels; 
| provoke any: othey to: drink eo. Your ealGino 
Let not your NE this Day be apc off 


fe 
_ DF 


| gering. ey er 18: ng Pacer oe 


alty tro your King. "Bay ny Jove 
the: greateſt ſecurity we- have - 0 £x 
for our Lives and- Liberties, ur: Rel 
Property , and: peering bu oug] 
dear uoto: wr": Take/:away; xhe; fame 
inſtantly laid open an: common. ; Th 
will oppre(s year _ Poor.y will, p 
on. the: Rich, andthe Ie; JyÞs: £ 2FV15 
will vivin) nds of the:Crugle:; 3 


beaſts, Og wita fafvah in 
WY 1 L608" but the! he Fodor 


Gn one ule @. ll: they + Setry al a prey ; 
- to'a Forciga'Foe,'at1; mf ayed- to'a Foreign 


'Yoke.' To x ol fo: 
can'to the Cotiſervation of the' Law and'Go- 
vernmetit under which he lives ,->m  its/ full 
atid?Beanry, "Now ithe- Loyalty and 
Obeze + of the Subjeas to/their:Soveraign, 
ives* the greateſt firetigth to” the” Law, and 
eauty 7s e Government. - 

He that breaks a Law'opens a;Gap in 1 the 
Fen6s, ati&he that defpiſech- Aythagizy, expo-: 
ſhes! bvetntrient o'Conrempr' When a, 
Moltitude, 55 nv ad of ſome \particular *Ad- 
vantage), or for the redreſs of ſome particular, 
Grievance, combines together to over-bear the, 

= 2 Ind Tibverr'the Government; of :a'King- 
' *£ y 4the greateſt folly imaginable, by de-: 
g th belt ſecurity they have for allthey 

&y oh oor try their Forces' to fink 

in 7 fail 5-:to pull down'the 
by wel} ;: to ovetthrow the 

y ſapd}eo their inevitable 

pn n Power Wthe Soul of the Law 

Jet that weakens'this Power, 

-tlrnk Arif fabvert the 
ley: "op 4:Qbedience-to 
5 his. ISubjeds by 

Good 
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The Excellency of -Wiſdom. Se -- 


"Cood-Laws, preſerves the Law in its full he, 
and the Goveramentih its) Luſtre and Glory. 
Now this is your greateſt ſecurity i for :your 


deareſt intereſts, and will be a proof- of your 


Wiſdom, and render you the Worthies of your 


Countrey. 
-% Demonſirace your Wiſdom by your Love 
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arid Charity to one another. -Union'isa work 


of Wiſdom, as mightily conducing to the 
greater good of the parts united. | Now Bro- 
 therly: Love is' the beautiful: band? 6ÞUanion': 

Behold how good, and how' pleaſant' i#t'is for 
Brethren (oft the ſame Countrey, of thefame 
City, of-the ſame Church_) ts dwel. together in 


Unity. || Unity is the Beauty and Strength of || Pc. r3;; 


a Society, its Safety -and Glory.” The Branch ' 


by its Union with the Tree, the Stone with:the 
Building, a Member with the Body, fecures it 
ſelf and the Body, the Building, the Tree': bur 
when this Union-1s difſolv'd, the: part, :if not 
the whole, 1s ſoon deſtroy'd. *Tis then your 


Wiſdom'to maintain that Union by Brotherly - 


Love, which 1s fo conducible to your'/murual 
Good. This will be: your Strength: and'Beau- 
ty, your Excellency and Honour... The Conſcr- 
vation and Improvement hereof for its proper 
ends, will be your Wiſdom; as':Men, and'ks 
Chriſtians, your Crown and Glory. --/- 

But then #0 your Brothevly Kindnefs whe 


Charity; * in the Relief of thoſe that are in « , p., , 


Diſtreſs, in the Redemption of your poar Bre- 7. 
thren from the- Ignominy; Obſcurity:andiMi- 


ſery of an indigent Condition. This will be-a 
F = ſi iogular 


a - 
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wile Proof” of 1h GY as avell as a 
ble 'mark ;of your Chriſtianity. _ 'Twill bc 


| your. Window} in dayes of Danger,” to fecure 


| Mat. 6,- 
zZ©, 


ur Eſtates; and nothing can be fo ſafe as 
that which (by Ads of Charity)” & laid ap is: 
Heaven. |} It's certainly an Ad& of great Wit- 


-dooi ina man; 'to. improve. his; Temporal E- 
Nate to the beſt advaritage, And this improve- 


ment is the beſt made, this advantage 1s beſt ſe- 
cur'd by the Offices of Charity. For by do- 
ing/Gedd tb: others, a man treaſures-up Glory 


_-tq himfelE:'Fer though the 'Poor-may ſeem a 


-barten foil, he that fows this preciows Seed, 
ſhall reap Honour on Earth, and rewards in 
Heaven. Divine Charity 1s the. only Excel- 


- Jent Chymriſtry;/ it turns evettDNroſs into (Gold. 


Hereby you way commute your Temporal 
Riches for Eternal Treaſures. *Tis the Grain, 
not :ftor'd up in the Garner; but ſown in the 
Fields, that Fields the plentiful encreaſe. 

If God then by his Bleſling hath given you a 


| Temporal Eſtate, it's your Wiſdom to-+#mploy 


fome part thereof 3» Works of Charity, as the 
oe improvement for an Eternal Advantage: 
who vimoſt aboynd with worldly. Goods, 
t:\Stewards of Gods Bleſſings, ard tis 
»h6ir Wikdom to imploy them according to.his 


Will. This is the Proof. of their Fideliey, - 


whereupon they may expe God's agtoc- 


_ and:a great reward. 


Pe «drarcage which way be acquird'by'<þe 


_-):That Advantage is oft 'to/be valued, which 


extcat and longeſt duration, Buch 
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Oflices off Charity,., -For-hereby -many perſons 
may be rais'd from an . unprofitable ſloth and 

deep poverty, ta.a happy- Capacity of do- 

1ng good to others; and then will the-Glory 

of all-their good! deeds redound: to! you. [So 

may.ye do good after this Life, and-bring Glo- 

ry. to Gad, .when ye ſhall ſleep in your Beds of 
Honour ; ſuch are the Graves of good men, 
who having. finith'd/ their courſe of. Virtue, 

lis down in Glory, and: refit in the hope-of 'u 

happy ReſurreRion to-the Glorious Joys of an 

endleſs Life. _ : 

'Tis certainly a- commendable A& of Chari- 
ty,..to take Children-oat of poor Families,: 4nd 
train them up in honeſt Trades and  Callings, , ,,__. 
whereby ;they' may. become ſerviceable-to. the go youths 
Publick Good. - | Tow may here behold this day pur out 
ſome Inſtances of the Fruits -of this Charity * .7] Men 
From theſe zegleFed. 2 narr/-:, are thoſe ſtories London by 
ſometimes taken, which are the Strength anal 5 Coo 
Beauty of the Building ; the ſtately Pinnacles aniverſa- 
and Top-ſtones thereof. x _ thegfh 5 <> 19 Beat 

Wiſdom ſhines in her brighteſt ſplendour _ - 
in the Works- of -Chatizy, which ace the: pathy | © 5*: 
to Honour, Count it your! Glory then'to:do*T2 f 
Good; to be Beneficial-to your paot Brethven; 72%, * 


TuT0 wo 


Hide not your ſelves fron your own fleſh ;o .No- yoy Exv0s 
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thing is more Divine, than to do Good *; #t's now?r te- 


4 more bleſſed thing to: giue, than, to' receive'|| | +0 
Honour God then with your” ſubſtance *, and « 0s. 
relieve the Poo with ſome part of your Eſtate: 2% 5? 


So ſhall the Poor at once lift up. their: eyes-up*+ | at ws 


oh you, and their hands #6 Heaven afid bleſs | IE. 
4 | "__ : you, -* 4-9 


*. 
LOTS 
4 


you,' while they behold you with 'Love-and 
Veneration, as ſo many Living Images of the 
Eternal Divinity ,” the Sovereign Beauty - and 
Goodneſs. Po EL Sat 3Y Fa :t, 

Thus ÞT have fhew'd - you' the- right Uſe, and 
> beſt improvement 'of Wiſdom, for. the Glory 
of God, and Good of Men. Now in the laſt 
place, | "x. 
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ing. No. Man can ſhine'ir the Lights of 
Viſgom; but 7# the State of Tnnocenty. 
$5, JeAvef Diſturbno man : Diſquiet not 
_ ©” yourſelves by letting looſe. your unruly Paſ: 
- .. ,» Gons Folly 1s _chamoroug; and;-troubleſome, 
= - + but Tranquility. and Peace: are the inſeparable 
.. TS Companions of Celeſtial Wiſdom.” The iſa on: 
Phe... that is from above, is, firſt pure, and then 
"27. | peaceable, gentle; and caſte ts be entreated ||. 


3 Wiſdom 
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- Wiſdom is aglorious Princefs, 


[9s 


þ; 


her Subjeds in Peace. ' Unruly Paſſions are not 
'permitted to keep their Revels under her -Re- 

ency. Theſe Rebels againſt Reaſon are bound 
in Chains, or banjſh'd;frem! her Dominion. He 
1s.a Wiſe man- that knows: welt how©fo! Govern 
4a City; but he more excells in Wiſdom, who 


/ 


knows how to govern his own Spirit:* ; who 
uader the Rule and; Regency)of Reaſon} He 
is both a. Foo], and; dangerous, who wmponeve> 
ry petty diſcontent 1s; ready: to ſet. his' own 


ad-She Governs 


#*Proy.16s 


. upqn..all Proyocations;-:can:keep his: Paſſions ** 


Houſe on fire, and does. what he can to-put the _ 


Neighbourhood into. a flame. | Where: the:Sp1- 
rit of a Man takes: fire,\ with a1i/#t#h 
{light-Provocation, there.19+wanting+the Mroks 
eſs of Wiſdom. * bak ET: 

3. Humility.. Deſpiſe no tnan +-. He that de- 


Jpi ſeth his Neighbont 4s void 'of W zſalam ||. Pr ide [| Prov.21. 


not your ſelves -in the Opinion, of-your.-own 
Excellency : For whez pride cometh, then com- 
eth ſhame; but with the lowly is Wiſdom ®. 
Wiſdom cohabits with a and therefore 


let not the Wiſe Man Glory in bis Wiſdom{|, or || 1'-9- 


deſpiſe his Neighbour becauſe of his Folly. 


Alas, O Man, who made thee to differ * ! The +a gee 


Great God who made.you. both,. might have 


ark; 


\. #"Jam, a. 


vhs: 


* Prov.1t.' 


23, 


given him Wiſdom, and faid of thee, Let bine- 


be a Fool. Art thou wiſer than: another? Be 


not lifted up : there are others wiſer than thou. | 


If thou waſt in deed wiſer than alt men” yet 


what was thy Wiſdom, but Folly to the moſt. 


Wiſe God ? Certainly thou can(t not deſerve 


<(. 


| ' Wiſdom, ad Wer ther. 
Jobs. with Folly 7 \Follpte ah thou not. e defre, : 
'* - | 6d; whoiſces Folly: 


wO1 6, whe thou; ſhonldclt not, deſpiſe Sap Bro- 
thes|chough) them percoiveſd in him. a wav of 
7 ra: LE, Humitiry, andiit' will be” your gieat 
BY 'Glocy.i Angels pot py Wiſdom, and they are 
-— 66. 6a. ay vas Puke whore ; They veil * their faces 
ne give Glory-to His 
F3 ork Rating wt 2 of Humility in Man, 
CN eGlony of all his Excellency to God: 
| © Rev-7+ And therefore, To God alone be aſcribed, * Wiſe 
Y * oz dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 
= . Bleſſing, and PAR $ both now and for ever- 
Ex  w0Pe.! Amen.” A 
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. fently+(in its Warmth und Vigeur ) iflues Into 
PRACTICE. Brotherly Love is expreſt by - 
Feaſting together, and. then:in the Cloſe, '2 Lge © 


py Rs __ 
+ Choice aud 


"He SER MON-ended, the FE AST be- 
" 'L .gins. Herein the Example is: added to 
the Rauſe - The DOCTAINE. delivered; pres 


beral Contribution is made:for the Offices of Cher 
rity. Andthus REL £6& TON, : attendediwith 
BROTHEARLY LOVE and-CHARITFE, 
(the principal Graces of Chriftiavs, and viſible 
Glories of Chriſtianity) appears ah ats Beapty 
end Luſtre, in theſe. C OVE-FEASTS of the. 

Natives of our Conuntrey. This-yas. all pru- © - 
dently managed, with,Gaod: Order, Givility and 


© * Sobriety, by the STEWARDS of the Feaſt, 


for- this preſent Year, MDCLXXV, whoſe 

Names -( that the Reader may know to whom 

the foregoing SERMON, preach'd upon their 
Gl, is owing) are here expreft;: 


Mr THOMAS HOLLIER, YN M* THO. DAFFORNE, 
'Mr FOSEPH COLINGE, ()M* FOBN' FOND; © - 
Mr WILLIAM SAVAGE, ( )M* THOMAS GIBBS, 
M- JOHN SAPCOT, Mr SAMUEL BARON. +. 


G. The 


q,. boards lertic follows. 
chofen, by ſetting of Garlands. of” 
a. cir «Hs, with the” Soveg. of 
ng Re rug of the People. Here- 

little, but Uyc Mi Repreſontation of 
, Which is reſerved 


| b-day of Relig Brotherly Hove, and Cha- 
__ rity, here u I 

par {8 Ty upon che Account of. the. Peace 
E775 | of a good Conſcience, .will be but. as 
Fa, | the he of a: Feſtive!) they ſhall be Crawn'd. 
IR TG 


, and wath j ec wer er and Hal- 
; telujah 'sreceiv'd, ah acer ſes of "A4N+ 
"NR ” SELLS, into the Subbelyiof nhe BLESSED; 
RES and foſhall Hive in the /18T0 N ord FRU- 
E-- . , __ ZFFON of the 21ſt High GOD, the chiefes# 

GOOD, with NE oh oft; and Ever» 
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